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Most people don’t realize that CA glues are 
activated by water, even moisture in the air.
You have probably encountered brand names 
such as Super Glue, Crazy Glue, Loctite or 
Insta-Bond.

Cyanoacrylate glue is the general term for the 
quick-bonding super glues used to mend or 
combine anything from plastics to wood to 
metal. Unfortunately for some, this list also 
tends to include human skin.

Cyanoacrylate glue is actually an acrylic resin, 
not a traditional adhesive in the mold of 
water-based school glues. Some crafters or 
automotive repairmen may be familiar with 
other acrylic resins such as Bondo, the clear 
liquid used to embed small objects. 

Usually an acrylic resin consists of two separate 
liquids, one for pouring into the mold and 
another used sparingly as a hardener. In the 
case of cyanoacrylate glue, the hardener is 
water.

The main ingredient in super glue is called 
cyanoacrylate. If cyanoacrylate glue is placed 
on a perfectly dry surface or certain plastics, 

CyanoWhat  Glue?

the cyanoacrylate cannot form a bond with 
the surface. But if there is even the slightest 
amount of water present, including moisture 
from the air, the molecules of the glue have a 
chemical reaction and form into tight chains 
between the two surfaces being bonded. This
Reaction happens within seconds of the water 
and cyanoacrylate making contact. 

Traditional white glues rely on evaporation 
to form their bonds, but cyanoacrylate glue 
generates its own heat for faster curing.

Some users of cyanoacrylate glue may become 
frustrated by the occasional lack of bonding 
between materials. This may be caused by a 
lack of moisture or the non-porous nature of 
the materials. Applying a thin layer of water 
or even breathing on the material may create 
enough moisture for a stronger bonding 
reaction. 

Some materials, such as the heat-resistant 
plastics used in some coffee mugs, cannot be 
successfully bonded with cyanoacrylate glues. 
An epoxy resin may be required for repairs 
not achieved with super glue.

Cyanoacrylate Glue Information

This information was taken from a post on a Yahoo Group with permission from the writer.  Dotty McMillan 
gathered the information while researching her books.  Thank you, Dotty, for your investigation.  This is very 
informative and useful information!
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2. Monthly with CD: Receive access to all the 
projects and basic tutorials and also receive a CD with 
all the projects and basics mailed by the 15th of each 

month.

3. Yearly Subscribers: Receive a free tin of 11 
Cutters, all the projects and basics and are billed once 

a year. Total savings over monthly subscription is 
$21.00

4. Yearly Subscribers with CD: Receive a free tin of 
11 Cutters and are billed once a year. They also receive 

a CD with all the projects and basics mailed. Total 
savings over Monthly with CD is $33.00.

Join today!  Don’t miss any more of the fun!

http://www.polyclayplay.com/ppSD/Subscription.htm

If you have any questions, contact
 trish@polyclayplay.com

Poly Clay Play Club
How would you like a fun polymer clay book filled 
with projects, tips and techniques. This is what you 

get with the Poly Clay Play Club, every month for less 
than 51¢ per project when you are a yearly subscriber 

and only 66¢ for monthly subscribers!

The Poly Clay Play Club is a membership that 
includes 12 project tutorials every month. Each month, 

members receive 12 downloadable projects...six 
delivered on the 1st day and six delivered on the 15th.  

Additional projects are usually included.

The Projects are step-by-step, easy to follow, written 
instructions including full color photographs to help 

explain the steps in detail.

Projects are posted to secure areas in PDF format. 
Members are able to save and print the projects as 

desired.  Add the CD option if you like.

Subscription Levels
All Subscription Levels receive the benefit of 20% off 
all products sold on the Poly Clay Play web site. With 
this discount, you can pay for your club membership!

All Subscription Levels receive all 12 projects and any  
Tips, Tutorials and Techniques posted.

Monthly 
Monthly with CD 

Yearly 
Yearly with CD

1. Monthly Subscription: Receive all the projects and 
basic tutorials posted in their secure access area and 

are billed on a month to month basis.

12 or more Fun Polymer 
Clay Projects plus Tips and 
Techniques, every month 

for less than 51¢ each?
Great for beginners and 

professionals wanting new 
ideas!

http://www.polyclayplay.com/ppSD/Subscription.htm
mailto:trish@polyclayplay.com

