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Bead Prep
Roll a ball of each clay color together to make a ¾” ball,  1.	
Our instructions use two colors, red and black.
To swirl the bead, you will 2.	

need a clean work surface that doesn’t move and a clear 
5” piece of glass or Plexiglas.
To swirl the bead, lay the ball on the work surface with 3.	
half red and half black showing..  Hold the clear piece 
of glass horizontal to the work surface, with your hands 
on either side.
Gently press the ball with the center of the glass and start 4.	
rotating it.  Keep the glass level with the table.  Continue 
to rotate in one direction.

Cont inue 5.	
rotating until 
you have a swirl 
you like.  You 
will need to 
rotate from 10 
to as many as 
50 times to get a 
nice swirl.

When you 6.	
like your bead, start rotating in small circles to flatten 
the points.
If needed, drill a hole through the bead at the edge from 7.	
front to back or you can drill the hole through the side 
close to the top.  To make a clean hole, use a sharp needle 
tool to drill into the clay slowly.  When the tip just starts 

to show on the other side, back the tool out by untwisting 
it.  Drill back into the tiny hole where the tip had peeked 
out on the other side.  This will help keep the bead from 
distorting.  If you prefer, you can bake your bead and 
then use a small hand drill to make the hole. 
Bake your bead following the package directions.8.	
When it has cooled, polish or varnish as desired.  If 9.	
you use pearl clays, varnishing will really bring out the 
sparkle!
Add a jump ring if you drilled your hole front to back. 10.	

Tips and Tricks
Glass:  Anything clear will work.  I use a thick piece of 1.	
glass that has smooth edges to rotate my beads.  You can 
use any piece that is clear.  If you don’t have a piece of 
Plexiglas or a thick piece of glass, you can use glass from 
a picture frame.  Cover the edges with tape to protect 
your hands and be careful with really thin glass so that 
you don’t break it and cut yourself.
CD Case:  If you don’t have any glass on hand, you can 2.	
use a clear plastic CD case.  Be sure to wipe it well after 
using it.  The clay residue will react with the plastic 
making it gauzy or opaque.  If you wipe it off, you will 
still be able to use it then next time you make a swirl.
Rotate in one direction and if you decide to turn your 3.	
bead over, rotate in the opposite direction.  If you change 
directions, the design will un-swirl.
If you don’t keep your glass level, you may make a 4.	
rectangular shaped bead.
If you make large circles as you rotate, the bead will 5.	
become tall and pointed.  As you make the rotations 
smaller, the bead will flatten.
Drilling: If you prefer, you can drill 6.	
the hole after you have baked your 
bead.
Practice, practice, practice.  It is a fun 7.	
to see the “magic”.  Make beads with 
lots of colors. Use your scrap clay or 
canes.

Supplies
Glass or Plexiglas 4” - 5”
*Kemper Needle Tool
At Least Two Clay Colors

http://www.polyclayplay.com/Products/Cutters/KemperCutters.htm
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Cane Swirl
Use your canes to create interesting swirls.  The sam-
ple has only three colors, red, black and pearl white.  

Try multi-colored canes for even more interest.
Start with a ball 1.	

of scrap clay covered 
with the background 
color you want, in this 
case, black.

Cover the ball 2.	
with thin slices of your 
cane.

Roll the 3.	
ball in the 
palm of 
your hands 
to smooth 
the canes 
onto the ball.

Swirl following the 
instructions on the 

previous page.

Three Color Swirl
Three swirls below were made using black, 

silver and pearl blue clay.
Roll snakes of various colors.1.	
Twist the snakes together tightly.2.	
Fold the twist in half.3.	

Roll the twisted clay into a ball 4.	
and continue the process to make a swirl 
bead.

Purple, Pearl White 
and Silver Swirl
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2. Monthly with CD: Receive access to all the 
projects and basic tutorials and also receive a CD with 
all the projects and basics mailed by the 15th of each 

month.

3. Yearly Subscribers: Receive a free tin of 11 
Cutters, all the projects and basics and are billed once 

a year. Total savings over monthly subscription is 
$21.00

4. Yearly Subscribers with CD: Receive a free tin of 
11 Cutters and are billed once a year. They also receive 

a CD with all the projects and basics mailed. Total 
savings over Monthly with CD is $33.00.

Join today!  Don’t miss any more of the fun!

http://www.polyclayplay.com/ppSD/Subscription.htm

If you have any questions, contact
 trish@polyclayplay.com

Poly Clay Play Club
How would you like a fun polymer clay book filled 
with projects, tips and techniques. This is what you 

get with the Poly Clay Play Club, every month for less 
than 51¢ per project when you are a yearly subscriber 

and only 66¢ for monthly subscribers!

The Poly Clay Play Club is a membership that 
includes 12 project tutorials every month. Each month, 

members receive 12 downloadable projects...six 
delivered on the 1st day and six delivered on the 15th.  

Additional projects are usually included.

The Projects are step-by-step, easy to follow, written 
instructions including full color photographs to help 

explain the steps in detail.

Projects are posted to secure areas in PDF format. 
Members are able to save and print the projects as 

desired.  Add the CD option if you like.

Subscription Levels
All Subscription Levels receive the benefit of 20% off 
all products sold on the Poly Clay Play web site. With 
this discount, you can pay for your club membership!

All Subscription Levels receive all 12 projects and any  
Tips, Tutorials and Techniques posted.

Monthly 
Monthly with CD 

Yearly 
Yearly with CD

1. Monthly Subscription: Receive all the projects and 
basic tutorials posted in their secure access area and 

are billed on a month to month basis.

12 or more Fun Polymer 
Clay Projects plus Tips and 
Techniques, every month 

for less than 51¢ each?
Great for beginners and 

professionals wanting new 
ideas!

http://www.polyclayplay.com/ppSD/Subscription.htm
mailto:trish@polyclayplay.com

